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No. Names of Newspapers. Place of publication. ——- < Dates of tae specived and examined 
BENGALI. 
Monthly. 
1 |“ Bharat Shramajivi’’... Calcutta 4,000 
9 | Gramvarta Pra sshike ” a Comercolly 175 
3 =| “Sansodhini” ane see Chittagong 600 
Fortnightly. 
4 |‘‘ Purva Pratidhwani”’... Ditto cenees 
6 | “ Rajshahye Samvad ”’ Rajshahye 31 
Weekly. 
6 | ‘Ananda Bazar Patrika ” ... | Calcutta 700 
7 |‘ Bharat Mihir” “ ... | Mymensingh 671 
8 |‘ Bengal Advertiser”’ Calcutta 2,000 
9 |‘ Bardwdn Sanjivani”’ ... Bardwan 296 | 4th November 1879. 
10 | ‘‘ Dacca Prakash”’ sin Dacca 350 
11 | ‘*‘ Education Gazette”’ Hooghly sii 745 
12 | * Hindu Hitaishini”’ Dacca 300 
13 | “ Hindu Ranjika”’ a a Beauleah, Réjshébye... 200 
14 | “ Howrah Hitakar a ei dais ... | Bethar, Howrah 400 
15 | * Medini” A ... | Midnapore ses 250 |3rd ditto. 
16 | ‘‘ Murshid4b4d Pratinidhi” , | Berhampore ins eh ici 
17 | “ Navavibhakar”’ . | Calcutta 850 |3rd__ ditto. 
18 | “ Pratikar” . | Berhampore 4 275 
19 | “ Rangpore Dik Prakash” , | Kakini&, Rangpore . 250 
20 | ** Sadharani’”’ em . Chinsurah ‘os 500 | 2nd ditto. 
21 | ‘‘ Sahachar”’ , | Calcutta ee 500 
22 | * Samélochak’”’ _| Ditto 4 1,000 
23 | ‘* Samachar Sar” .. | Allahabad a 350 
24 | ‘* Sanjivani’’ _ | Mymensingh bF 260 
25 | ‘‘ Sulabha Samachar” Calcutta x 4,000 | Ist ditto. 
26 | ‘‘ Sharad Kaumudi ” Bhowanipore = 300 |3rd ___ ditto. 
Tri-weekly. 
27 | “Samachar Sudhavarshan " Calcutta ees 
Daily. 
28 | **Samvad Prabhakar” = Ditto ae 700 5th and 6th N ovember 1879. 
29 |“ Samvad Purnachandrodaya” ..| Ditto see 300 | 3rd to 7th ~ ditto. 
90 | Saméchér Chandriké” | Ditto » 625 | 7th November 1879. 
3] ‘6 Banga Vidya Prakashika’’ _ Ditto oe 500 6th and 7th November 1879. 
32  Prabhati’”’ ne Se Oe a 4th and 5th ditto. 
ENGLISH AND BENGALI. 
Weekly. 
33 (| “* Murshidébad Patriké’”’... ... | Berhampore see 487 
ENGLISH aND Urpv. 
34 | “Urdu Guide” - Calcutta ae 365 | 18th and 25th Oct. and Ist Nov. 1879. 
ENGLISH, Benaati, anD Hinp1. 
Daily. 
a6 °° By&pért; ” or, The Trader .. | Ditto eee | 88d to 7th November 1879. 
Hinpl. 
36 oT 500 | eth November 1879 
‘* Beh& “ne oe me Banki re, Patna 5 ovemover ° 
= “ Bharat Mitre ” i ioe i Calcutta = 30th October 1879. 
“Jagat Mitra”... ee io ... | Ditto vs 
: 39 66 Ske Sudhanidhi 98 = Ditto 200 20th ditto. 
: PgERsiax. 
40 | “ Jém-Jahén-nums” ie ee Ditto sos 260 | 17th, 24th, and 31st Oct. 1879. 
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Urpvu Gorps, 
October 18tb, 1879. 


NAVAVIBHAKAR, 
November 3rd, 1879. 


NaVAVIBHAKAR. 


POLITICAL. 


Tue Urdu Guide, of the 18th October, in an article on Afghan affairs 
The conduct of the Afghans con- apostrophises the people of Afghanistan, who 
demned. fled in disorder after having been beaten by 
General Roberts’ army and left a considerable quantity of arms and ammuni- 
tion on the field, as being great cowards and villians, who could not be 
expected to do otherwise than they did. A string of abusive epithets j, 
applied to those who could thus murder in cold blood a confiding guest. The 
Mollahs, who preached a Jehad, are then taken to task, and challenged to 
rove if any one of the conditions which must be fulfilled before a Jehad might 
bi lawfully proclaimed existed in thiscase. In conclusion, the writer approves 
of the disarmament of the Afghans ordered by Government, and remarks that 
this is nothing more than what they deserve; for the Afghans use their arms 
not in the service of their king and country, but for the purpose of fighting 
against each other and causing unnecessary bloodshed. 


2. The Navavibhdkar, of the 8rd November, condemns the haste with 
Burmah and the British Govern. Which Mr. St. Barbe left Mandalay. By his 
ment. cowardly conduct he has brought disgrace 
upon the British name, and reduced to beggary many who have been obliged, 
under the influence of a panic, to leave their property behind. The Resident 
has made both himself and the British Government a laughing stock with the 
people of Burmah. Whatever other faults might be laid at the door of Theebaw, 
it is evident he is not responsible for the indecent and precipitate haste 
with which the British Embassy has been withdrawn from his capital. The 
Editor asks Lord Lytton to disregard the counsels of those who are urging 
a war with Burmah. Such an event would be a great evil to India, which is 
already seriously embarrassed by a war with Afghanistan. ‘India is fortun- 
ate,” wrote the Calcutta correspondent of the London Zimes, “ in possessing 
a Viceroy who is gifted with the highest order of statecraft.” India is 
indeed fortunate in all matters; but Lord Lytton is so unfortunate that in 
whatever he takes up he fails. Whether in diplomacy, in the work of 
administration, or in the conduct of his relations with foreign powers, multi- 
plied proofs have been obtained as to his uncommon cleverness (?) 


3. Now that Cabul has been subdued, says the same paper, and owing 

The Afghan policy of the present to the abdication of Yakub Khan, the British 
Government. Government has been obliged to assume a 
temporary charge of its administration: the question arises, what will be the 
next step chosen—annexation or retirement from the country? The views 


of Government have not been yet known. Professor Fawcett advocates the 


Barnpwas Savsivant, 
November 4th, 1879. 


Jatter course, which it behoves Government seriously to consider. The Hditor 
also takes this view, and this. because it is not likely that England will 
consent to pay the cost of administering Afghanistan; nor is India able to 
do so. Another consideration in favour of a withdrawal from the country 18 
that the chances of a Russian invasion will be increased than diminished 
by the annexation thereof. And yet it was to prevent this contingency that 
Government entered upon the Afghan war. There was no necessity 0 
extending the north-west frontiers of India. By its action in this respect 
Government has therefore rather weakened than strengthened them. The 
natural boundaries of India are the best and the safest against a forego 
invasion. The sentiments in the article are similar to those contained 10 4 
recent editorial of the Sta/esman. 


Gane, Stghan policy of the present 4. The Bur dwan Sanjtvant, of tne ” 
ent. November, makes similar observations on th 
same subject. 


( 8 ) 
PuBLIC ADMINISTRATION. 


5. We give below the substance of a long article in the Sddhdrani, 
Retrenchments in the Postal Depart- Of the 2nd November, on the Postal Depart- 
ment. _, ,ment:—QOwing to the depressed condition of 
the finances, a great activity is being displayed in all departments of the 
administration in connection with reduction of public expenditure. A 
feeling of uneasiness 1s seen to prevail among the subordinates in all Govern- 
ment offices. The Postal Department, however, has been most active in 
this respect; and the exertions of its authorities in the direction of economy 
commenced long before Government had made any proposal of retrench- 
ments. There has been, nevertheless, but little economy effected; nay, 
there is reason to believe that the changes made by them are likely to lead 
to an increase of expenditure. No other branch of the public service is 
characterized by such waste of public funds as the Postal Department, 
where every attempt at reform has hitherto aggravated than lessened the 
abuse. Highly paid appointments have been created simultaneously with 
the abolition of the posts of a few peons. The system which has 
prevailed so long has not in the least: benefited Government, while it has 
had the effect of depriving many poor employes of their means of livelihood. 
Without referring to the instances of extravagant expenditure in this 
department, which have been fully discussed in other newspapers, the writer 
would advert to one or two important points. Eight or nine years ago 
the local area of supervision under every inspector was considerably larger 
than at present, and embraced generally four to five districts ; nor were 
these officers allowed any assistants. At the present time, however, al- 
though work cannot be shown to have increased to any considerable 
extent, there is one inspector for almost every district, while he, too, is 
assisted by a sub-inspector and a clerk. Of late years, many branch 
post offices have indeed been’ set up, but the cost of their maintenance 1s 
not sufficient to account for the large increase of expenditure which has 
occurred during this period. It is to be remarked that the post’ of sub- 
inspector might be abolished without in the least imparing the efficiency of 
the postal service. The sub-inspectors, as a body, are perfectly use- 
less. They are not vested with any authority, and have to refer to the 
inspector in even the pettiest matters. The number of branch post offices, 
for a proper and efficient inspection of which these officers were first 
appointed, is no longer small. Under the existing arrangements, with the 
exception of the disbursing offices in a district, all other post offices have 
been reduced to this condition. The inspectors therefore should now do the 
work for the execution of which the office of sub-inspector was created. The 
writer then refers to the high salaries paid to the inspectors,—a class of 
semi-educated men. All inspectorships should be divided into four grades, 
with salaries ranging from Rs. 100 to Rs. 250, and should be filled by men 
who have received titles in the University. For the purposes of an efficient 
postal service, it would not be enough if the inspecting staff only were 
numerous. The chief element of success would be found to lie in the 
ability and integrity of the postmasters. The latter, however, are miserably 
low paid ; while the authorities instead of seeking to improve their condi- 
tion has, in practice, but made it worse. The scheme designed for the 
benefit of all postal officers, which was sanctioned in 1869, was allowed to 
remain in operation, so far as they were concerned for a short period only. 
The subsequent decision of the authorities of the department restricted the 
scope of the measure to those drawing salaries above Rs. 50 a month, thus 
excluding those who really required an increase of pay. In this department 
the promotions and increase of pay come to the higher officers only ; while 


Sapwarazt, 
November 2nd, 1879. 
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the subordinates are invariably made victims whenever any retrenchment, 
are proposed to be effected. é | 
6. The Navavibhdkar, of the 3rd November, in commenting on the 
See despatch of the Government of India to the 
civil service. ‘Secretary of State on the subject of the form. 
ation of a close civil service for natives, makes 
the following observations :—LHveryhody is anxious to learn whether the 
Secretary of State has approved of the proposals of Lord Lytton ; nothing, of 
course, will be known with any certainty until the former's reply is given to 
the public. But it may be supposed that however despotic Lord Beaconsfield 
and the Secretary of State may bein their views, still, not having ever 
breathed the atmosphere of India, they will not accord their consent thereto, 
Even if they were willing to do so, they would hardly muster up sufficient 
courage to bring the matter to. the notice of Parliament. If, however, 
matters have -unfortunately really come to such a pass, as is suggested in the 
Viceroy’s despatch, the readers will see how the -expectations of natives 
regarding their appointments to high offices under Government are to be 
fulfilled ; how the pledges of equal treatment repeatedly given them by the 
Sovereign and British Parliament in this connection are to be redeemed; 
or how their inherent right to be appointed to superior offices— 
a right which was not disregarded even under the Mahomedans— 
will be left intact. The number of appointments which are proposed 
to be conferred on successful candidates is not larger than that which 
natives are eligible at present. The powers of an Assistant or Joint- 
Magistrate are not more extensive than those of a Deputy Magistrate; 
but the former posts were coveted on account of the higher pay attached 
to them; and further, as being preliminary steps to promotion. Con-. 
sidering, however, that the higher pay is not to be given toa native, 
and promotion to any superior appointment is not to be his portion, we 
do not see what has been gained by declaring him eligible for an Assist- 
ant or Joint-Magistrateship. Appointments number 3, 10,* and 12 are 
not particularly high, nor are there many of them. The membership of a 
Board of Revenue is indeed a superior appointment; but the Board of 
Revenue is already being talked of as being likely to be abolished. Liven 
if it were not done away with, the appointment referred to is one which 1s 
not at all likely to fall to the lot of a native. The case is also the same 
with appointments in the Foreign Department, where it is idle to expect 
natives will be admitted to any bigh position. As yet only one or two 
persons have been made attachés ; and the same number will perhaps con- 
tinue to attain to a similar position. Regarding appointments to the Police 
Department, the privileges hitherto enjoyed by natives have been rather 
curtailed than extended by the framers of the scheme under comment. 
The post of District Superintendent, which is now filled by one or two 
natives, has not been included in the list of appointments which may be 
conferred on the members of the new civil service. The native civil 
service, which has now been proposed to be constituted, will, if sanctioned, 
be a completely different thing from the covenanted civil service; ard the 
defining of their powers, and the different titles suggested by the Govern- 
ment of India for the members of the two services, clearly mark the distinc- 
tion which is intended to be made between them. So much for the proposed 
native civil service ; and yet it is for this that Lord Lytton has suggested the 
exclusion of natives from the competitive examinations which are held ™ 
5, We, however, had fears that this would be the case. We do not 
understand:how Lord Lytton could thus venture on opposing the current of 
a liberal policy which had been gradually growing in force. Foregoing bis 


® See the despatch. 


Correspondence 
sion of natives into 


fee, 


own independence, and acting under the influence of the covenanted 
civilians, he has forsaken the virtues of generosity and justice which usually 
characterise the British nation. It is to be wondered at that, himself a 
poet, he has not been able to feel for others. Lord Lytton’s advisers could 
not bear to contemplate that some Europeans might be obliged to serve 
under natives if the latter were admitted into the civil service; and have 
therefore betaken themselves to a line of reasoning equally illiberal and 
unsound, that natives might thus be deprived of one of their most valued 
privileges. The fact seems to have been overlooked that many Europeans 
cheerfully serve under the natives in Egypt, Turkey, and even in India. 
Since the above was in type, the Editor has come across the reply of the 
Secretary of State to the despatch referred to in the article; and is gratified 
to find that his expectations have been fully realized. 


Loca. 
7. A correspondent of the Sddhdraniz, of the 2nd November, asks 
The Khajuri post office. Government to establish a post office at 


Haludbari or engage an additional “daily 
peon”’ in the Khajuri post office, which has to deliver letters to no less than 
a hundred villages. It has at the present time only one peon attached it ; 
and it is simply impossible for him to carry letters to so many places, some of 
which are even 16 miles distant. tis no wonder that he often sends 
letters through others or reports that the addressee is not to be found. 


RAJKRISHNA MUKHOPADHYAYA, ma. & B.1., 


Bengals Translator. 
BENGALI TRANSLATOR'S OFFICE, 


The 8th November 1879. 
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